Proposed Comprehensive Development for Residential, Commercial,

Government, Institution and Community, Public Open Space and

Pedestrian Street Uses at Lee Tung Street, Wan Chai

Planning Application (No. A/H5/349)

Application for Review of Application

Under S.17 of the Town Planning Ordinance

Wan Chai District Council’s 

Supplementary Position Paper on the Review

1. Introduction

In March 2005, the Wan Chai District Council has issued the Wan Chai District Council’s Position Paper on the captioned planning application detailing the conclusions and recommendations consolidated from local residents, the public, various professional institutes, and the District Council through open and genuine public consultations.

2. Supplementary Comments on the Application for Review

The Urban Renewal Task Force of the Wan Chai District Council had met in July 2005 to discuss the local residents’ Application for Review.  The supplementary comments received from the District Council members, the co-opted members of the Task Force, and the representatives from the Hong Kong Institute of Planners and the Hong Kong Institute of Architects, are as the following:

a) The Wan Chai District Council reaffirms the Wan Chai District Council’s Position Paper submitted to the Town Planning Board on 18th March 2005.

b) The Town Planning Board should consider the following issues for this Review:

i) The residents’ application fulfills the three main objectives of the Urban Renewal Strategy, namely, preserving the social networks of the local community, preserving local characteristics, and promoting sustainable development in the urban area.  The application has gained wide supports from various sectors of the public.

ii) The Town Planning Board should consider the Review from a wider perspective instead of from the perspective of technical issues.

iii) The applicants are owners of premises within Lee Tung Street.  It is inappropriate for the Town Planning Board to disapprove the application on reasons of ownership and Buildings Ordinance.  In addition, these two reasons have seldom been raised by the Town Planning Board to disapprove an application.

iv) The Town Planning Board should urge the Urban Renewal Authority to establish closer cooperation with the local residents on this development.

3)
Conclusion


The Town Planning Board is requested to support the Review as the current application is an important milestone event in the development of civic society and town planning of Hong Kong.  This is Hong Kong’s first breakthrough planning application in that it is initiated and actively participated by the local residents.

Wan Chai District Council

July 2005

